
Chronicle of 754 
Translated from Latin by Kenneth B. Wolf In Medieval Iberia: Readings from Christian, Muslim, 
and Jewish Sources (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2012) 
The anonymous Latin Chronicle of 754, was written by a Christian living in al-Andalus during the 
second generation after the conquest of 711. It was designed as an installment in the ongoing 
“universal chronicle” begun by Eusebius and Jerome in the fourth century and continued by 
John of Biclaro and Isidore of Seville. Because the extant Arab histories postdate the Muslim 
conquest of Spain by hundreds of years, the Chronicle of 754, is the single most important 
source of information on the “settling in” period of Muslim rule - from the invasion to the eve of 
the establishment of the Umayyad emirate (756). The following selection describes the 
conquest itself. It is important to realize that, despite its rhetorical expressions of horror and 
grief, the chronicle as a whole treats the Muslim governors as legitimate rulers, evaluating them 
in terms of their ability to promote peace and order on the peninsula rather than dismissing them 
altogether as non-Christians. The dates in the translation reflect the usage in the original and 
are not always accurate. 
 
In Justinian’s time, in the aforesaid year, the first year of his rule and the eighty-ninth of the 
Arabs, Walid held the kingship among the Arabs. In Spain, Witiza continued to rule for his 
fifteenth year. 
    In Justinian’s time in the era 747 (709), in his fourth year [sic] as emperor and the ninety-first 
of the Arabs, Walid received the scepter of the kingdom of the Saracens, as his father had 
arranged, and fought various peoples for four years. He was victorious and, endowed with great 
honours, exercised his rule for nine years. He was a man of great prudence in deploying his 
armies to the extent that, though lacking in divine favour, he crushed the forces of almost all 
neighbouring peoples, made Romania especially weak with constant raiding, nearly brought the 
islands to their destruction raided and subdued the territory of India, brought cities to utter 
destitution, besieged fortresses, and, from the twisted paths of Libya, subjugated all of 
Mauretania. In the western regions, Walid, through a general of his army by the name of Musa, 
attacked and conquered the kingdom of the Goths - which had been established with ancient 
solidity almost 350 years ago from its foundation in the era 400 (362) and which had been 
extended peacefully throughout Spain from the time of Leovigild for almost 140 years up to the 
era 750 (712) - and having seized the kingdom, he made it pay tribute. 
    In Justinian’s time, in the era 749 (711), in his fourth year as emperor and the ninety-second 
year of the Arabs, with Walid retaining the scepter of the kingdom for the fifth year, Roderic 
rebelliously seized the kingdom at the instigation of the senate. He ruled for only one year. 
Mustering his forces, he directed armies against the Arabs and the Moors sent by Musa, that is 
against Tariq ibn Ziyad and the others, who had long been raiding the province consigned to 
them and simultaneously devastating many cities. In the fifth year of Justinian’s rule, the ninety-
third of the Arabs, and the sixth of Walid, in the era 740 (712), Roderic headed for the 
Transductine Mountains to fight them and in that battle the entire army of the Goths, which had 
come with him fraudulently and in rivalry out of ambition for the kingship, fled and he was killed. 
Thus Roderic wretchedly lost not only his rule but his homeland, his rivals also being killed, as 
Walid was completing his sixth year of rule… 
In Justinian’s time, in the era 749 (711), in his fourth year as emperor, the ninety-second of the 
Arabs, and the fifth of Walid, while Spain was being devastated by the aforesaid forces and was 
greatly afflicted not only by the enemy but also by domestic fury, Musa himself, approaching this 
wretched land across the straits of Cadiz and pressing on to the pillars of Hercules - which 
reveal the entrance to the port like an index to a book or like keys in his hand revealing and 
unlocking the passage to Spain - entered the long plundered and godlessly invaded Spain to 
destroy it. After forcing his way to Toledo, the royal city, he imposed on the adjacent regions an 
evil and fraudulent peace. He decapitated on a scaffold those noble lords who had remained, 



arresting them in their flight from Toledo with the help of Oppa, King Egica’s son. With Oppa’s 
support, he killed them all with the sword. Thus he devastated not only Hispania Ulterior, but 
Hispania Citerior up to and beyond the ancient and once flourishing city of Zaragoza, now, by 
the judgment of God, openly exposed to the sword, famine and captivity. He ruined beautiful 
cities burning them with fire; condemned lords and powerful men to the cross; and butchered 
youths and infants with the sword.  
While he terrorized everyone in this way, some of the cities that remained sued for peace under 
duress and, after persuading and mocking them with a certain craftiness, the Saracens granted 
their requests without delay. When the citizens subsequently rejected what they had accepted 
out of fear and terror, they tried to flee to the mountains where they risked hunger and various 
forms of death. The Saracens set up their savage kingdom in Space, specifically in Cordoba, 
formerly a patrician see and always the most opulent in comparison to the rest of the cities, 
giving its first fruits to the kingdom of the Visigoths…. 
    In the era 750 (712), in Justinian’s sixth year as emperor and the ninety-fourth of the Arabs, 
Musa, after fifteen months had elapsed, was summoned by order of the princes and, leaving his 
son ‘Abd al’Aziz in his place, he returned to his homeland and presented himself to the king 
Walid in the last year of his reign. Musa brought with him from Spain some noblemen who had 
escaped the sword; gold and silver, assayed with zeal by the bankers; a large quantity of 
valuable ornaments, precious stones, and pearls; ointments to kindle women’s desire; and 
many other things from the length and breadth of Spain that would be tedious to record. When 
he arrived, by God’s will he found Walid angry. Musa was ignominiously removed from the 
prince’s presence and paraded with a rope around his neck… 
    At the same time, in the era 753 (715), in Justinian’s ninth year as emperor and the ninety-
seventh of the Arabs, ‘Abd al’Aziz pacified all of Spain for three years under the yoke of the 
tribute. After he had taken all the riches and positions of honor in Seville, as well as the queen 
of Spain, whom he joined in marriage and the daughters of the kings and princes, whom he 
treated as concubines and then rashly repudiated, he was eventually killed on the advice of 
Ayyub by revolt of his own men while he was in prayer. After Ayyub had held Spain for a full 
month, Al-Hurr succeeded to the throne of Hesperia by order of the prince, who was informed 
about the death of ‘Abd al’Aziz in this way: that on the advice of queen Egilona, wife of the late 
king Roderic, whom he had joined to himself, he tried to throw off the Arab yoke from his neck 
and retain the conquered kingdom of Iberia for himself. 
Notes for clarification: 
Justinian II, Byzantine emperor (r. 705-711) 
Walid I, Umayyad caliph in Damascus (r. 705-715) 
Romania, in this text, refers to Asia Minor. 
Hispania Ulterior and Hispania Citerior refer to the Roman division of western and eastern 
Spain. The division did not run exactly north-south and thus much of the southern peninsula 
was in Hispania Ulterior. 
Contrary to this account, Walid was not angry when Musa arrived but was ill and died shortly 
after the return of Musa and Tari, leaving his successory, Sulayman, to deal with the conquerors 
of Spain. 
Being paraded with a rope around one’s neck was a form of public humiliation. 
  
 


