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There are no contemporary descriptions of the Muslim conquest (the earliest account 
comes from  The Latin Chronicle of 754) but we do have a record of an Arabic 
document that appears to date from 713, two years after the first Muslim arrival. This 
document records a peace treaty between ‘Abd al-’Aziz, the son of Musa ibn Nusair, 
and Theodemir (called Tudmir in Arabic), the local ruler of Murcia. In contrast to the 
accounts of the events of 711 provided by the chronicles, which describe a quick and 
violent military victory, this document suggests that the Muslim conquest of the Iberian 
peninsula may have been a more gradual and piecemeal endeavor. In fact, it is possible 
that two different processes worked to bring the former Visigothic realm under Muslim 
rule. Some cities, including Toledo, the seat of Visigothic power, appear to have 
capitulated quickly in the face of military force. Other areas, however, may have been 
won by more peaceful means, using treaties such this one to enlist the cooperation of 
local administrators and inhabitants. This treaty establishes the local Christian 
population as a protected group under Muslim rule. As with any dhimmi group, they 
were guaranteed personal safety and allowed to retain their religion in return for their 
loyalty to the Muslim regime and payment of an annual tax. 
 
In the name of God, the merciful and the compassionate. 
    This is a document [grants[ by ‘Abd al-’Aziz ibn Musa ibn Nusair to Tudmir, son of 
Ghabdush, establishing a treat of peace and the promise and protection of God and his 
Prophet (may God bless him and grant him peace). We [‘Abd al ‘Aziz] will not set 
special conditions for him or for any among his men, nor harass him, nor remove him 
from power. His followers will not be killed or taken prisoner, nor will they be separated 
from their women and children. They will not be coerced in matters of religion, their 
churches will not be burned, nor will sacred objects be taken from the realm, [so long 
as] he [Tudmir] remains sincere and fulfill the [following] conditions that we have set for 
him. He has reached a settlement concerning seven towns: Orihuela, Valentilla, 
Alicante, Mula, Bigastro, Ello, and Lorca. He will not give shelter to fugitives, nor to our 
enemies, nor encourage any protected person to fear us, nor conceal news of our 
enemies. He and [each of] his men shall [also] pay one dinar every year, together with 
four measures of wheat, for measures of barley, four liquid measures of concentrated 
fruit juice, four liquid measures of vinegar, four of honey, and four of olive oil. Slaves 
must each pay half of this amount. 
Names of four witnesses follow, and the document is dated from the Muslim month of 
Rajab, in the year 94 of the Hijrah (April 713).  
  
 


